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Together, we have come a long way
over the last year. We are back at an-
other June Conference already to con-
duct lodge business. Time really does
fly. Your State Lodge Elected Board
Officers and Committees have outper-
formed themselves. Our membership is up
over 1,000 since last June. Welcome to all
of our new members. Those in the Labor
Council now know our General Counsel
Mike Coviello has been promoted to the
Grand Lodge. We wish him success in his
new role. Currently, the Labor Counsel is
working with District Six to repel a takeover bid by the Teamsters in Monroe
County. Luis Gonzales, Southernmost Lodge 28, expects a strong showing by his
members, recognizing the positive work of the FOP on their behalf. Show them
your support.

The commitment to the National Museum we pledged is growing. If you have not
made your $5.00 donation per member yet, please take the time to help us reach
our goal of $100,000 towards the building of the Law Enforcement Museum in
Washington, D.C. Sales of the Limited Edition 25th Anniversary Memorial Chal-
lenge Coin have been exceptional. Get one before they are all gone.

The 25th Anniversary of our Florida Law Enforcement Memorial Service was a
touching experience for the families and officers who attended to pay their respects
to our “Fallen Heroes”. Hundreds of officers in crisp dress uniforms gathered at
the Capitol in support of the families. We were joined by Florida Governor Charlie
Crist, Attorney General Bill McCollum and CFO Alex Sink as well as several
members of the Legislature. Following his address, Governor Crist was welcomed
as our newest Honorary FOP Member. Many members traveled to Washington,
D.C. for the National FOP Law Enforcement Memorial Service on May 15th. Flor-
ida was well represented at this memorable event that was again attended by Presi-

@t Bush as the keynote speaker. /
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Each officer should attend this service and visit the Na-
tional Memorial Site once in their career to gain a per-
spective and an appreciation for the sacrifices of their
brothers and sisters who carry a badge.

Attorney General Bill McCollum has also been wel-
comed as an Honorary FOP member for his strong sup-
port of the law enforcement profession. General
McCollum is working hard to improve the Attorney
General’s office. He is looking for our input in how to
be responsive to the needs of law enforcement.

The 2007 Legislative Session was very productive for
the FOP as we saw the passage of 5 of our priority bills.
Thanks to Lisa Henning and our Legislative Committee Chairs Ed Burroughs and Nelson
Cuba and those many members who gave their time to work for the FOP in Tallahassee.

The state FOP was active each week of the session with members walking the halls in Talla-
hassee. Our teamwork paid off and we now await the signature of Governor Crist to enact
these bills. Read a summary of our bills on the state lodge web site and a list of our legisla-
tive efforts.

The Florida State Lodge web site has received a much needed face lift and several new
modules that keep it fresh and up to date. Communications with the membership is greatly
improved and we have seen a huge increase in traffic on the web site.

At the June Conference, Terri Straw and our Scholarship Committee have invited the new-
est award winners to receive their scholarships. These are the best and brightest and we
congratulate them for their achievement. We will also recognize our 2006 Officer of the
Year, Officer Charles Turco from the Boynton Beach Police Department.

Two training opportunities at the June Conference have been scheduled by Lisa Dubord and
the Training Committee and I urge you to take advantage of these classes by George Hachi-
gan and Past National President Dick Boyd.

Coming up next, in August, is the National FOP Conference in Louisville, Kentucky. Our
room block at the Holiday Inn is almost full. Make your reservations soon if you have not
done so already. In this issue we have printed 4 Amendments that will be voted on includ-
ing a proposed increase in per capita dues to the Grand Lodge. Delegates should read the
amendments and be ready to vote their preference. Voting for National Officers will also
take place. National President Chuck Canterbury is seeking reelection and will attend our
June Conference. Florida will be the 6th state in the voting order on Thursday morning.
The Kentucky State Lodge and the local Louisville Lodge have promised a great confer-
ence.

The first year of being President has been an exciting challenge. We have accomplished a
lot together and continue moving forward. 1 greatly appreciate your support. As you can
see our committees are working hard and making great strides. We will face more chal-
lenges head on in the future. The Florida State Lodge is growing stronger each day. We
accept the challenges and see them as opportunities for success. Our Team Work is work-
ing.
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2ND VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I must start off by Thanking each
and every one of you. This thank
you is for all the members of

the lodges in the state of Florida
that called, a-mail and made sure I
got well, due to my leg that was
injured in the line of duty.

I'll be back on the road again visit-
ing the many lodges around the state as soon as I can
drive. And again thank you for the many prays.

I thank district #3 for allowinglodge 5-30 President
Cuba and me to visit there in Port Charlotte the first
week of May and what an enjoyingdinner we had.

The legislature committee did a great job in Tallassee
this session with numerous bills being passed and we
say thank you to the committee and Lisa.

The month of May is Police Memorial Month and we

will be observing the many wonderful services around
the state. I'm sure that each and every one of you were

touched by your Fop and department services that you

attended.

For those of you who couldn’t make it to the 25th Tal-
lahassee memorial service you missed out on a touch-
ing service.

My daughter Lonnita Miller graduated from the Uni-
versity of Hawaii and I thank you for your support of
her while she was there. While I was there a Hawaii
state police officer who was injured in the line of duty
last year fell to his injuries and I was ableto represent
the state of Florida.

To each of you and your family be safe and I'll see
you in West Palm this June.

Lonnie Miller Jr.
2nd Vp
Florida State Lodge

MESSAGE FROM THE TREASURER

Upon taking office in June I have
been non stop in attending to the
needs of our members and the Florida
State Lodge. The first year has been
quite a learning experience and I am
very thankful that brother Merritt is
just a phone call away and has as-
sisted me anytime that [ have asked.

I have managed to place all of the State Lodge book-
keeping records onto Quickbooks and have transi-
tioned over to computer printed checks. This transition
has made it very easy to generate financial reports for
the board meetings and to provide information to the
members.

A reminder to our local lodges, make sure that you file
your annual report with the Florida Department of
State, your Federal tax return and solicitation renewal
on time. I am always available to assist members and
lodges with any questions about the treasurer responsi-
bility. If I do not have the answer I will help find the
answer. It has been a pleasure to serve you over the
past year and I look forward to continuing to serve the
members of the Florida State Lodge in the future.

Thomas D. Bonney.

Treasurer Florida State Lodge

Lawyers Get Robbed

Two lawyers are in a bank, when, suddenly, armed
robbers burst in.

While several of the robbers take the money from the
tellers, others line the customers, including the law-
yers, up against the wall, and proceed to take their
wallets, watches, etc. While this is going on lawyer
number 1 jams something in lawyer number two’s
hand.

Without looking down, lawyer number two whispers,
“What is this?” to which lawyer number one replies,
“It’s that $50 I owe you.”



FLORIDA JURY RECOMMENDS DEATH
FOR KILLER OF KEVIN KIGHT

A phalanx of more than 500 motorcycle riders thunders down
Front Beach Road during the first leg of the 30-mile Kevin
Kight Memorial Bike Parade, named in honor of the slain
Panama City Beach police officer.

The jury didn’t buy Robert Bailey’s insanity plea. In
just a little more than an hour, about as much time as it
took to deliver a guilty verdict of first degree murder,
the jury recommended by an 11 to 1 vote the court im-
pose the death penalty for the man convicted of killing
Panama City Beach Police Sgt. Kevin Kight on March
27,2005. Sgt. Kight had stopped Bailey for a traffic
violation when Bailey pulled a handgun and opened
fire at Kight. Bailey then fled the scene. In a re-
corded phone conversation in December of last year,
Bailey told a friend to ignore any weird letters he
might get because he was trying to convince psycholo-
gists he was from the future. But the lone psycholo-
gist who testified on Bailey’s behalf couldn’t convincd
the jury. Circuit Judge Michael Overstreet agreed
with the jury’s recommendation sentencing Robert
Bailey to the death penalty. B

OFFICER CHARLES TURCO,
FOP OFFICER OF THE YEAR FOR 2006.

Officer Charles Turco is described as one of the most
respected members of the Boynton Beach Police De-
partment by both his fellow officers, supervisors and
staff. During 2006, Officer Turco made 38 DUI ar-
rests, 16 felony arrests, 27 misdemeanor arrests and
issued 850 traffic citations. He has been awarded the
department Combat Cross for Heroism, the Life Sav-
ing Medal and has been selected 3 times as “Officer of
the Month”. He has been recognized by M.A.D.D.

and the State Attorney for the 15" Judicial Circuit.

Officer Turco’s accomplishments in 2006 include the
apprehension of a Murder suspect following a pursuit
in December; an Armed Carjacking apprehension in
November; Attempted Murder of a police officer in
August; Armed Robbery arrests in May and February;
and the rescue of a Handicapped Person from a Struc-
ture Fire in February.

To be recognized by your peers for outstanding per-
formance is the ultimate compliment. The FOP Offi-
cer of the Year Committee found the several entries
for this prestigious award posed a difficult choice in
selecting a recipient. As always, the accomplishments
of Florida’s law enforcement officers are exceptional.

This year’s selection recognizes one of Boynton
Beaches finest. For exemplary dedication to duty and
motivation, combined with outstanding and coura-
geous acts throughout the year Officer Charles Turco
has been selected as the Florida State Lodge Officer of
the Year. Congratulations of Officer Turco and the
Boynton Beach Police Department. W

HOW TO CALL THE POLICE WHEN YOU'RE OLD

George Phillips of Meridian, Mississippi was going up to bed when his wife told him that he'd left the light on
in the garden shed, which she could see from the bedroom window. George opened the back door to go turn
off the light but saw that there were people in the shed stealing things.

He phoned the police, who asked "Is someone in your house?" and he said "no". Then they said that all pa-
trols were busy, and that he should simply lock his door and an officer would be along when available.
George said, "Okay," hung up, counted to 30, and phoned the police again.

"Hello, | just called you a few seconds ago because there were people in my shed. Well, you don't have to
worry about them now cause I've just shot them all." Then he hung up.

Within five minutes three police cars, an Armed Response unit, and an ambulance showed up at the Phillips

residence and caught the burglars red-handed.

One of the Policemen said to George: "l thought you said that you'd shot them!"
George said, "l thought you said there was nobody available!" B
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IMPORTANT UPDATE ON HELPS RETIREES ACT

As most of our members know, the enactment of the
Healthcare Enhancement for Local Public Safety
(HELPS) Retirees Act last year in Section 845 of H.R.
4/PL 109-280, the “Pension Protection Act,” was a
major victory for the FOP. We lobbied very hard to
ensure that the HELPS Retirees provision would be
included in the bill that was sent to the President.

The provision provides a modest tax benefit to retired
public safety officers to pay for health insurance by
allowing the use, on a pretax basis, of up to $3,000
annually from their pension funds (including defined
benefit plans and defined contribution plans) to pay
for premiums on health care and longterm care insur-
ance. The law went into effect on 1 January 2007.
However, in its guidance to implement the new law,
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) defined “accident
or health insurance plan” in a very restrictive manner
and excluded “selfinsured” plans. As a result, this
important tax benefit was unavailable to a significant
number of retired public safety officers who would
otherwise be entitled to receive it.

The FOP immediately began to work with Congress,
the Administration, the IRS, and the U.S. Department
of the Treasury to resolve this issue. The FOP argued
that the legislative history of the Act and the logic of
the law does not support the IRS’ interpretation, which
has consistently treated both fullyinsured and self
insured plans in the same manner. Key Congressional
leaders agreed with us and, in late April, the Chairmen
and Ranking Members of the House Committee on
Ways and Means and the Senate Committee on Fi-
nance sent a joint letter to Mark Everson, the Commis-
sioner of the Internal Revenue Service, and to Henry
M. Paulson, the U.S. Secretary of Treasury asking the
IRS to change their guidance and advising them that
they intend to include clarifying language a technical
corrections bill which will be introduced in the near
future.

On 15 May, Kevin 1. Fromer, Assistant Director for
Legislative Affairs at the U.S. Department of the
Treasury responded to that request in a letter to Repre-
sentative Jim McCrery (R-LA), the Ranking Member
of the Committee on Ways and Means, indicating that
the IRS will amend their guidance in such a way as to
include selfinsured plans as eligible under the HELPS
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Retirees Act. In his letter, Assistant Director Fromer
writes:

You indicated that section 845 was intended to apply
to premiums to self-funded plans as well as insured
plans. You further indicated that you intend to include
a clarifying technical correction to that effect in the
technical corrections bill currently being developed.
With that in mind, Treasury and the IRS will interpret
the term “qualified health insurance” in PPA section
845 in the same manner as the term “accident or
health plan” in section 105 of the Internal Revenue
Code and applicable Treasury regulations. Thus, in
anticipation of the technical correction, “qualified
health insurance” will include employesprovided cov-
erage under both insurance or an employer’s self
funded plan. We intend to issue a formal announce-
ment of this administrative position in the near future.

The full text of the letter can be found on the Grand
Lodge website:
http://www.fop.net/legislative/index.shtml

Given this change in position at the IRS, selfinsured
plans which were previously ineligible and are now
eligible and our members can begin to take advantage
of the benefit provided by the HELPS Retirees Act. ®




